
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” – Jeremiah 29:11 

Meet Ethan. 

He is fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Ethan is an eighth-grade student at St. John Lutheran School in Rochester, Michigan and he is a lover of technology. 
Gaming and computers are a big part of his life and he is very talented in these areas.  

Many adults have a hard time understanding the value of technologies in the hands of children. Kids today are lured 
by flat screens and the marvels that exist inside of them. As a result, inactivity has become a significant problem for 
our youth. These are the stories that make the headlines and provide fuel for the arguments of where this next 
generation is going wrong. But look beyond the surface and you’ll see amazing learning opportunities and outlets 
for creativity which exceed the opportunities that existed even a decade ago. 

The times are a changing and we must follow along. In the 1800’s the telegraph allowed us to type out messages 
through a system of sounds and send them to other people miles away. Over time the technologies improved, 
allowing for voices and later images to be broadcast in real time to recipients around the globe. Today we can do all 
three and much more using a device that is wireless, portable, and powerful. Imagine what we’ll be able to do 
tomorrow! It’s mind blowing to think of how quickly we’ve advanced society in recent years. Consider how long each 
of these technologies took to reach 50 Million Users and you see what I mean: 

Telephones:  75 years 
Radio:   38 years 
TV:   13 years 
Internet:  4 years 
Cell Phones:  3 years 
Angry Birds Space App: 35 days (that’s right… DAYS!) 

Amazing right?  Eh……  I mean, don’t get me wrong, it is impressive. It’s not fast at all when you compare it to the 
greatest innovator of all-time! How great is He you ask? Forget 50 million users. We’re talking six measly days to start 
with absolutely nothing and to create…….well, everything! Genesis 1:31-2:2 confirms this: 

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the 
work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.” 
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Even Mark Zuckerberg on his best day couldn’t touch this. Not only did God the Father create the universe in its 
intricate detail in under a week, He did so using mere words. Talk about speaking something into existence! But it 
doesn’t stop there. God not only completed the design and construction of His creation but He also populated it 
with every kind of living organism imaginable. They were perfectly crafted in every detail with God Himself knowing 
everything there is to know about each and every creature He made.  

But wait: there’s more!  

God saved one part of His creation for last. A part so special that He made it in His own image and likeness. From 
that moment, God chose to be in close relations with mankind. Even when we sinned and cast ourselves away from 
the ability to be with Him, God’s love for us provided us a path toward salvation. The stain of our sin leaves us 
hopeless. But as Jeremiah’s words remind us, God created us with a plan in mind. We weren’t accidents or mere 
happenstance but a dearly loved creation which God bought back at a steep price; the death of His Son. Through 
Jesus our hope is restored and our future with God in heaven for eternity is assured. 

Go and serve Him confidently, knowing that God is prospering your work in the kingdom. 



For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future. – Jeremiah 29:11 

Some people are visionaries – people who see things that nobody else sees. They don’t look at what exists and try to 
make it better. They see what doesn’t exist and try to create it. Imagine the discussions that must have taken place 
at Apple many years ago when the iPod was first being proposed. Someone, or a group of people, sat down and 
pitched the idea of creating a device that would allow people to purchase music by downloading files containing an 
individual song from the Internet. These files would be stored on a portable device which could be backed up on a 
computer. By today’s standards, this is common (if not out of date). However, at that time, music lovers flocked to 
the music store in the mall and bought whole albums on either a CD or a cassette tape (or 8-tracks and vinyl for you 
old-timers). You couldn’t buy just the one song you wanted, and over time you would have boxes, shelves, and in 
some cases entire rooms filled with music. That same library can now be stored on one device that is the same size 
as the audio cassette tape it helped make obsolete. Not only did the iPod change the music listening experience, it 
changed the entire music industry. 

When we look ahead at the lives we live, many of us are simply looking forward to ways we can improve the things 
we already do. This is a good thing. We should want to improve ourselves and our surroundings. But while this can 
help to make us better where we are today, does this really propel us to where we need to be tomorrow? My belief 
is that the truly innovative people in our world are the ones who are not looking to improve but to evolve; changing 
over from one thing that we had been into something totally new. What’s more, I believe this idea to be Biblical in 
nature. 

In the waters of Holy Baptism, we did not merely wash away the sins of our past so we could set out anew. Instead, 
we put down what had been and are transformed into something new in Christ. Paul’s words in Romans 6:4 confirm 
this as he says, “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” As our Creator and ultimate 
visionary, God the Father has always known who He created us to be. Our sin, our insecurities, our fears, and the 
influences of our sinful selves create barriers that distract us, planting seeds of doubt designed to lead us away from 
God’s promises and the blessings that come with them. 

So who are you? What were you created to do? Are you unsure? Do you know what He’s been telling you but are too 
comfortable where you’re at or too afraid to venture out into the unknown? Take time today to seek the will of God. 
Ask for His guidance in finding the answers to your questions. God will show you where He intends for you to go. He 
will give you the path to get there, and no matter how frightening it may seem at the time He will walk beside you, 
providing you with everything you need at just the right moment so that His purposes will be met and His plans 
fulfilled.  
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Suggested Reading: Psalm 118 
   
Psalm 118 is described in the Concordia Self Study Bible as "A hymn of thanksgiving for deliverance from enemies."  
It is an amazing section of scripture and a good reminder of God’s strength for when days grow difficult and we find 
ourselves anticipating the need for an extra measure of patience. 
  
Today is one of those days.  Tomorrow might be too.  Day after that isn't looking much better either.   
  
But this should not be a surprise to us.  As our lives goes through periods of change, we will face our fair share of 
challenges.  In fact, if you take a closer look at the word you may notice that surrounding any challenge you will 
always find change.     
  
What a joy it is to know that our strength is renewed daily in the Lord by the word of God, through prayer, and by the 
Holy Spirit.  There is nothing we need fear when we walk in the paths of the Lord - a fact confirmed by the psalmist 
in verse six.  "The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?"  With God at the forefront of our 
lives, leading and directing us, we have no reason to worry, just as Caleb knew the Israelites had nothing to fear 
when gave Moses his report about the promised land.  Nothing can take us off course unless we allow them to do 
so.  The choice is ours to make. 
  
Now some people may not choose God.  Many of the people we encounter look to other sources for their strength, 
or they will rely upon themselves to find answers to their questions.  This may work when it comes to finding a 
reputable plumber or which local restaurant serves the freshest seafood. Those are worldly questions rooted in 
opinion.  Spiritual questions and concerns that permeate our hearts require something greater. They require 
spiritual solutions.   

What are the earthly solutions for dealing with slander?  Revenge, regret, retreat?  Look to Nehemiah 6:8 to see the 
spiritual solution - address it directly and continue on down the path that God has called us to travel.  What earthly 
solutions can there be for grief?  Cope, persevere, find a happy place?  Look to Psalm 23:4-6 to see the spiritual 
solution - turn to God and receive the comfort that only comes from Him.  Psalm 118:8-9 confirm this, "It is better to 
take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.  It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes."  It's not 
that we shouldn't trust one another, however, we must trust in the Lord. 
  
Change is difficult, but with God leading us as we walk through a season of change we know that we will end up 
exactly where He has directed us to be. Consider the words of Proverbs 3:5-6 which instruct us to “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” 

Always rely upon the One who will always be with us, never forsake us, and will lead us to our heavenly home.
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Just then a woman who had hemorrhaged for twelve years slipped in from behind and lightly touched his robe. She 
was thinking to herself, "If I can just put a finger on his robe, I'll get well." Jesus turned—caught her at it. Then he 
reassured her: "Courage, daughter. You took a risk of faith, and now you're well." The woman was well from then on.  
Matthew 9:20-22 (The Message) 

A story set into a story, this plays out so quickly that it could easily be missed if you weren't looking for it. That's too 
bad, because it is an amazing story that is never fully told. Perhaps God leaves it to our imagination to help us to 
appreciate it on our own. For twelve years this woman was hemorrhaging. That is unimaginable, especially in our 
world today of modern medical technology and round the clock care. But for years, well before Jesus began his 
ministry, this woman suffered from her affliction. There had to be struggles, down days, bouts with depression, 
desolation, and despair.  I've no doubt that she wanted to quit on more than one occasion. There was only one 
thing to hold her back from that decision - hope. 

Her hope was that God was with her and that He wouldn't abandon or forget His faithful servant.  So, she carried 
on, struggling to live despite her condition. It had to be uncomfortable mentally as well as physically, but she 
maintained her hope. Imagine her prayers to God, pleading for an answer: Why am I going through this? When will 
you deliver me? How can I make this stop?  But also imagine how those same prayers thanked God for His love, for 
His mercy, and for the hope that He would not forget his daughter but would in His time and by His manner, make 
good on the promise to hear her prayers for healing. 

Then it happened, the Son of God made man walking among His people to save them from their sin, guilt, and pain.  
It had to be something inside of her that made her go find Him.  Excitement?  Curiosity?  The want for a cure?  
Perhaps in the flesh these things were there, but in the depths of her heart, it was faith.  Faith drove her out of the 
house that day to walk where Jesus walked.  Faith moved her to fight through the crowds of men and women who 
surrounded Jesus, all wanting to be near Him.  Faith drove her past that point of cowardice - where the logic of 
her flesh may have convinced her to give up and go back home.  "If I can just put a finger on his robe," she thought.  
She didn't need a show, she didn't want the limelight.  She didn't need that.  She only desired to touch Him, to 
humbly accept for herself what God had desired for her to have. Moved by hope and driven by faith, this faithful 
woman stretched out her hand to receive her blessing from the Lord. 

He knew it immediately. Jesus stopped walking and turned to face her in response to her faith-filled boldness. Time 
must have stood still as the fear and excitement of that moment filled her heart. What would happen next? Would 
Jesus be angry? Did it work? If summoning the courage to simply touch Him was hard, imagine how difficult it had to 
be to face Him after being “caught.” It must have taken every ounce of strength she had to stay put and face the One 
who could not only heal her body but would save her soul as well. 

His reaction was exactly what you might expect from the Savior of the world. He stood before her, gazed into her 
eyes and with words of love no poet could match, spoke to her the words she had waited years to hear: “Courage 
daughter. You took a risk of faith and now you are well.” 
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The comparison to our own lives is obvious. Since the day we were born we have set out upon a journey that has 
brought us ever closer to the heart of God. Our travels have not always been smooth. The pressures of life have 
taken aim at our hearts, trying to drive us away from the faith in which we stand, trying to steal the hope in which we 
live. But just like the woman from Matthew 9, we have chosen to stay strong in the faith that the Holy Spirit has built 
inside of us. Through the times of struggle, we turn to God and ask those same questions – searching for direction 
and relief. But we also guard our faith so that our hope will remain unshaken. Be strong, because in all of this there 
is one thing you must not doubt. The day is coming when Christ will stand before you. On that day, your faith will 
move you to seek Him, to touch His robe and to be delivered from the pain you have endured for years. At that 
moment as you stand alone before the Savior, He will help you to your feet, gaze into your eyes and speak those 
words that you have also longed to hear: 

Courage child! You took a risk of faith and now you are well.



“And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what 
wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone 
upon another that will not be thrown down.”  And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and 
James and John and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when 
all these things are about to be accomplished?” And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. 
Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. And when you hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the 
beginning of the birth pains. “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten 
in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. And the 
gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but 
the Holy Spirit. And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death. And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to 
the end will be saved.” - Mark 13:1-13 

Jesus often spoke of the future during his ministry.  Whether He was talking about his crucifixion and resurrection, 
the actions of His disciples, or the best places to cast fishing nets, Jesus spoke comfortably of things to come.  
Considering He is the Son of God and has been around since the beginning of time, you could say that He was vastly 
qualified to speak of the end times and the signs that would precede them. 

The question is why?  Why does Jesus tell us of the end times?  It’s not to brag, to prove himself knowledgeable, or 
get us worked up by trying to predict the time and date.  It’s all about preparing us for the lives we’re living now.  
Jesus warns the disciples of the events of tomorrow to better equip us for living our lives today.  The terminally ill 
patient lives with the goal of making the most of time that he has left.  As Christians living in a terminally ill world, we 
too must live every moment in a manner that maximizes our opportunities to grow the Kingdom of God.  
 
Knowing that Jesus’ return could happen at any moment should motivate us as Christians to teach and to pray those 
who still don’t know their Savior. We can do this in big and small ways but in whichever way we choose, we do so 
understanding the great importance of the task at hand. We need not panic as we see the signs of the end around 
us.  Some of the disciples who heard Jesus speak the words of Mark 13 were there to witness the destruction of the 
temple in 70 AD.  But instead of sending them off the rails, the event confirmed the truth of Christ’s statement.  It 
does the same for us today.  Live like there’s no tomorrow, but know tomorrow is in the eternal grasp of God.
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Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; for while bodily training is of some 
value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. – 1 
Timothy 4:7-8 (ESV) 

Meet Elijah. 

He is fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Elijah is a seventh-grade student at Trinity Lutheran School in Tinley Park, Illinois. Like many other boys his age, Elijah 
is a sports nut. Soccer, basketball, track, baseball – you name it! Elijah has a desire to play and a passion to compete. 

For those of us who like sports, it’s no big deal to pick up a ball and shoot some baskets or play catch in the 
backyard. But for people like Elijah who take the games more seriously, competition is far more important than mere 
participation. But to compete at a higher level one cannot simply show up and play. Preparations must be made in 
advance. 

Athletes must commit themselves to spending hours upon hours in practice. The greatest hitters perfect their 
swing, their stance, their balance, and even the way they hold the bat. Basketball players must practice shooting, 
passing, dribbling, rebounding, and defending to be a well-rounded player. But it doesn’t end there. Next comes play 
calling and strategy; what plays to run, when they should be run, and how they will impact the game in preparation 
for the next play. There’s so much to cover – and we still haven’t arrived at the simplest form of preparation. 

Athletes must discipline their bodies to be prepared for the sport in which they participate. Different sports require 
different training. A lineman in football would train differently than a point guard in basketball or a goaltender in 
soccer. But they all must train. Running, agility, strength, stamina, and flexibility all play a role in creating the finely 
tuned athlete. Without this foundation of fitness to support the athlete, he or she will surely lose to another 
competitor who simply trained harder. Because when it comes right down to it, the difference between winning and 
losing is not in the coaching or the play-calling. It often comes down to one team or one player who worked harder 
to be successful than their opponent. 

As Christians, we find ourselves in a competition where the stakes are higher than any sporting event ever created. 
God created us in His likeness to hold dominion over the rest of His creation. However, our sinfulness has placed a 
barrier between us that we cannot cross on our own. Out of love, God sent His Son to be the sacrifice we needed to 
atone for our sins and to receive eternal life. All of this is assured but it doesn’t prevent Satan from trying to lure us 
away from the free gift of salvation Christ won for us on Calvary’s cross. As we head into this competition we must 
also train ourselves in godliness to stand against the enemy. 
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But how should we train for this competition? Once again, God provides us all that we need through the words of 
Paul in Ephesians 6:10-18. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation stemming from the word of God and 
prayer. As we discipline our hearts and minds to submit to the will of God, we will compete with a power unmatched 
in all of creation. In Christ our victory is assured so that we will receive the ultimate prize of eternal life in heaven. 

Your works are wonderful, and my soul knows that full well. I am fearfully and wonderfully made!



If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given 
to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is 
double-minded and unstable in all they do. – James 1:5-8 

The batter strolls up to the plate, kicking his feet into the dirt as he settles into the batter’s box. Gripping the bat as 
he takes a few practice swings, he begins to stare down the pitcher trying to detect any motions or reactions which 
might tip off the oncoming pitch. As the pitcher enters his motion, the batter focuses his attention fully on the 
pitcher’s hand. He strains to see the ball as it slips off the pitcher’s fingers. In less than half a second the ball will be 
crossing the plate, leaving him little time to decide if he should swing. Though the odds are overwhelmingly against 
him, the batter chooses to swing. He raises his front foot, thrusting his hips as he drags the bat through the hitting 
zone. With a loud crack, the bat reverses the path of the ball, launching it into the afternoon sky. The pitcher drops 
his head; unable and unwilling to look at the quickly disappearing baseball. For the briefest of moments, the batter 
lingers at the plate, watching the ball land in the bleachers before flipping aside his bat and trotting around the 
bases. 

From the moment the ball left the bat, everyone in the stadium knew the ball was gone. Baseball fans might call that 
a “no-doubter.” Not every home run works this way. Some balls hit on a line may not be high enough to clear the 
fence. Other balls are hit so high into the air that the hitter is left to wonder if it will have enough distance to clear 
the fence. In each of these cases, the batter must sprint toward first base in anticipation that Running hard out of 
the box is prudent. If they begin by jogging they might turn an extra base hit into a single or a put out at 2nd base. 
This is the sort of thing that turns cheers to jeers and gives the manager stress. But if they run and the ball 
ultimately lands in the seats, they can always slow down for the last half of their trip around the bases. So while 
players will take home runs any way they can get them, there is a far greater appreciation of the moonshot that 
leaves people gawking in amazement. 

Like baseball, life has only a few “no-doubters.” Death and taxes aside, each day provides us with a combination of 
choices and circumstances that are beyond our control. Many people spend a lifetime looking for sure bets. They 
pin their hopes on other people, believing fully in their promises only to find they have come up short. Others trust 
in systems and processes that periodically fail, leaving them scrambling for solutions to their escalating problems. 
But we as Christians adhere to the words of Hebrews 12:2, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” We follow Christ because through Him and His word we find the one thing in life that remains 
constant: truth. 

It is in the word where we learn about God the Father, His Son Jesus, and their plan of salvation given freely to us: by 
grace through faith. Because this work has been done for us by the One who created and sustains us, we have no 
reason to doubt. This isn’t always an easy thing to do. When you live in a world known for its unreliability it becomes 
unnatural to trust anything fully. But know that this is what God calls us to do.  

So go on – marvel at the majesty of the Lord. Unlike baseball, gawking won’t get you hit by a pitch next time you step 
up to the plate!
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But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are 
hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be revealed in our body. – 2 Corinthians 4:7-10 

Like many kids, I used to collect baseball cards.  My collection is not the largest ever assembled, nor is it the most 
valuable, but to me it is a special part of my life.  I will always remember the time I spent with my father cataloging 
my cards.  I loved sitting down with him to record the names of the players on the cards in notebooks. We spent 
hours talking about the teams and players. We also created lists of the cards we needed to complete different sets 
for each year.  These are special memories that give the cards more value to me than any collector possibly could. 

Of course, this isn’t to say that my cards are worthless either. Of the thousands of cards that I have, I do own several 
rookie cards and older cards of Hall of Fame players that according to the various pricing guides are worth several 
hundred dollars.  Because of this, I have resorted to storing the cards in a safe place in my house.  Most of the cards 
are in specially designed boxes.  Some of the most valuable cards are stored in plastic sheets designed to offer 
greater protection for the card in maintaining its condition and likewise the value.  All of this extra security is 
warranted; I don’t want anything to happen to my cards.  But there is also a negative side to this as well.  The 
increased emphasis I’ve placed on keeping the cards safe has prevented me from actually looking at and enjoying 
my cards.  Come to think of it – I don’t think I’ve ever shared my collection with my own children.  By not wanting 
anything to happen to my cards, I have ensured that nothing can ever happen with my cards. 

How great the gifts of God are in our lives.  We receive from Him amazing blessings that are designed to uplift and 
sustain us.  But what a great image Paul provides us in how we receive this gift.  Clay jars are fragile and not exactly 
the first place you’d store a treasure.  But once again we see that the lack of worldly wisdom only goes to further 
show the greatness of God in giving us the gift.  The absurdity of storing treasure in clay jars shows how great the 
gift and the giver of the gift truly are.  It’s not about us – it’s all about Him. 

And this is good for us!  We could never match the gift God gives us.  He gives us His strength to persevere through 
the most difficult of times.  The world can challenge, tempt, and damage us, but our victory is assured through Him.  
Our lives are not void of struggle, but our struggles are never in vain. God guides us through every situation without 
fear or worry about the end result.  Christ’s empty tomb has assured us of our victory. 

May you know the fullness of the strength of the Lord in everything you do.  I pray that when you begin to feel the 
crush of the world around you, you will turn to the Lord and find comfort, peace and joy. After all, it’s in the cards. 

Devotion | Week 2 Day 3

In the Cards



If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 
James 1:5 

March 30, 2014.  

Michigan faces Kentucky in an NCAA Tournament Elite Eight matchup. 

Ten seconds left in the game. The score is tied at 72 apiece. Michigan is defending as Kentucky looks to inbound the 
ball from the left side of the floor. UK guard Andrew Harrison collects the pass and begins to set up the play. A few 
seconds go by before he dribbles the ball to his left, handing it off to his brother, Aaron Harrison. As the pass is 
made, Andrew sets a screen on Michigan’s Nik Stauskas, triggering a defensive switch between Stauskis and 
Michigan guard Caris LeVert. Harrison continues to dribble toward the top of the key as LeVert now defends. 

Seven seconds left, six…. 

Harrison abruptly changes pace and direction, steps back and to his left where he will attempt a long three-point 
basket that would give Kentucky an almost insurmountable lead with only moments left to play. LeVert anticipates 
the step-back move and leaps toward Harrison, attempting to disrupt the shot and send the game into overtime. 

Five seconds… 

Harrison’s feet are set and he jumps, leaning back ever so slightly to create room for the shot. LeVert is also off his 
feet, stretching his body as far as it can reach, trying to block the shot, to break Harrison’s concentration, and not 
commit a foul. 

With only 4.3 seconds left on the clock, these two young men came together for a moment in time that would 
propel one into the Final Four, while the other would suffer the heartbreak of a season ending too soon. That 
moment was captured by a photographer from the Indianapolis Star. 

As the picture shows, LeVert missed the block. Harrison’s long-range jumper found the bottom of the net. The shot 
proved to be the game-winner as Kentucky won the game 75-72. The Wildcats were jubilant; the Wolverines 
crestfallen. 

So many things are made clear in this photo. The determination of both players, the athletic abilities they possess, 
and the difference that comes from a split second or a fraction on an inch. Millions of viewers on TV who saw this 
play out couldn’t appreciate what a difficult shot Harrison was attempting or just how close LeVert came to making a 
phenomenal defensive play. So many little things came together over the course of the game to allow for this 
defining moment to occur, and as the game ended players and fans of both teams were left to wonder what might 
have been. 
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As is often the case in sports, the events on the field of play mirror the events of real life. Every day of our lives is 
filled with decisions of all shapes and sizes. Each of these individual decisions results in consequences which lead us 
to make more decisions. At times things go in our favor. Other times we find ourselves in a place we never imagined 
possible. Just as the photo shows us – the difference between those two outcomes is often little more than a 
fingertip. 

In life, as in sports we experience moments of joy and sorrow and are forced to move on to the next thing. At the 
end of the game, Michigan’s players moved on to consider what they could have done better and to begin the 
process of improving for next season. Kentucky could savor their victory for a time, but they too needed to move on 
in preparation for their next tournament game which was only days away. 

God has created us to approach events in our lives in a similar way. We make a choice, experience the 
consequences and we move on to the next thing. But here’s the critical point: what we learn from each event will 
help shape us to perform better in the future. Basketball players turn to their coaches and playbooks. Christians 
turn to the Father and His word. God calls us to seek out His wisdom and counsel so that we might overcome our 
sin and live lives that bring Him glory and honor. 

In victory or in defeat, seek out the will of God for your life. He is the source of true wisdom and through Him our 
ultimate victory over sin and death is secured. 



 



The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.  Those who know your name trust in you, 
for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you. – Psalm 9:9-10 

I did something tonight that I haven’t done in a very long time: I took time to sit and watch a baseball game (okay, it 
was only the last three innings, but that’s significant considering how busy life can be sometimes).  Late in the game 
a foul ball was hit down the left field line.  The ball boy easily fielded the ball as it caromed off the wall and 
immediately turned to the stands to present the ball to one of the several children standing there with their gloves 
(and their hopes) stretched out.  I noticed that three of the five boys at the rail already had a ball in their gloves – 
undoubtedly from foul balls previously handed over.  Recognizing this, the ball boy passed them by to give the ball 
to the next kid in line who didn’t have a ball.  Based on his reaction the boy was delighted with the good fortune of 
having been given the ultimate souvenir from a major league baseball game. 

As the boy squeezed the ball in his glove, he turned his back to the camera to show the other boys what he had 
been given.  What I saw was the look on the face of the other boy – the last one in line and the only one of the boys 
in that group who didn’t have a ball.  I was transfixed as I watched him turn to his father with a look of 
disappointment and despair.  It was late in the game and he knew he was running out of chances.  If nobody else in 
the group had a ball he probably would have been okay. However, it was evident that being the last one waiting was 
upsetting to him.  The game continued and I admit I didn’t give it much thought until the final out had been 
recorded.  That’s when it dawned on me: there hadn’t been another ball hit down the third base line.  No 
opportunities for the fifth boy to join in the happiness the others felt.  I can only imagine what he must have been 
feeling.  I don’t have to imagine the way his dad felt. 

As the father of two, I want what’s best for my children.  I may not always get things right.  I might not give them 
everything I’d like, but I work as hard as I can to give my children the best of everything.  I know what it’s like to work 
hard to provide something special for my kids only to have circumstances beyond my control bring my plans and 
their hopes crashing down.  It is a helpless feeling to watch your child experience hurt and to have no control over 
the outcome.  I’ve observed promises that have gone unkept. I’ve seen them turn to me in search of an answer or an 
assurance that the injustice can be undone.  What they usually find is the hug and promise of something better 
spoken in a way that tries to mask the hollowness of words they don’t want to hear as much as I don’t want to speak 
them. 
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This makes me wonder what God sees when He looks at His children.  Many of us are living like the boy who never 
received the opportunity to get a ball.  We do all we can: we try to get ahead, we work, we sacrifice, we budget and 
establish a financial plan but nothing seems to go right.  We grow frustrated and impatient, and we make silly 
mistakes that can create bigger problems in our lives, our homes, our churches, and our communities.  It’s at times 
like this we are blessed to be able to turn to our Heavenly Father and know that we are loved and our needs are 
being met in the way that best suits us.  Like the dad at the ball game, we will have our Father’s full attention to help 
us.  But unlike the earthly dad, He is not limited by what He is able to do.  His response to our cries will be exactly 
what we need for that moment and for the rest of our lives.  We may not always see it and we certainly won’t always 
understand it, but through the faith built up in us by the Holy Spirit, we can trust God to give us what we need, when 
we need it in the right way and in the perfect amount.  

May we always remember to turn to Him in good times and bad, relying upon His strength to guide us through 
everything life has to offer.



Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
praise him according to his excellent greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise 
him with loud clashing cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! – Psalm 150 

Meet MaLeah 

She is fearfully and wonderfully made! 

MaLeah is a sixth-grade student at Emanuel Lutheran School in Hamburg, Minnesota. Among her many talents, one 
of the first things you will notice about MaLeah is her friendly personality and kind heart. This is evident in the way 
she greets everyone she passes by name with a friendly hello and a kind word. At home, she is the third of four 
children with an older sister who is active in gymnastics. MaLeah considered gymnastics but decided she wanted to 
pursue something different so she began dancing. She’s only been at it for a couple of years but she has grown to 
love it and is becoming very good at it! 

If you think about it, every person you meet has been created with a unique set of interests and abilities. Many are 
things that could be learned by most anyone, but sometimes we stumble across something that clicks. We find 
something at which we’re gifted and it becomes an important part of our lives. But more often than not we find 
something that provides us with joy far beyond the talents we possess. Those hobbies and interests provide us with 
a break from our daily grind; a chance to do something we love for our own pleasure. But even in those moments 
we are reminded that even when we are doing things just for us, we’re doing it for the Lord. 

David’s words in Psalm 150 serve as a wonderful reminder that in all things and in all ways we should give thanks 
and praise to the Lord. God the Father, our Creator. God the Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. God the 
Holy Spirit our Sanctifier. One God in three persons who has made us who we are, given us everything we need, and 
directed us through our lives until we are welcomed into God’s presence for eternity in heaven. 

Because we have been created, saved, and sustained by such a powerful and loving God, it is right that we would 
give Him thanks in all things. Paul spoke of this in his first letter to the Corinthians with a simple exhortation. “So, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. – 1 Corinthians 10:31” (ESV) So if you dance, 
dance to the glory of the Lord. If you sing, paint, fish, golf, hike, bike, garden, or read do so with a thankful heart and 
in a way that brings glory and honor to the God who made all things possible. It doesn’t matter if you sing off key, if 
you can’t hit a 3 iron, or if you fall asleep two pages into the book. God is not demanding a level of perfection He 
knows we cannot achieve. He is asking for our best and that it be given in sincere love and thankfulness. 

Go slip on your dancing shoes and find the rhythm you like. God will take care of the rest.

Devotion | Week 3 Day 1

Praise the Lord



"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them."  Ephesians 1:8-10 (NKJV) 
  
Nobody would ever confuse me to be an artist. Despite my best efforts, I was not blessed with the eye for color, the 
steady hand, nor the patience to be a successful artist. This isn’t to say that I don’t like art. Quite the contrary. I am 
amazed by people who can create paintings and sculptures with great beauty and detail. I marvel at how they can 
look at a lump of clay, a block of stone or a blank canvas and envision what it will become. I would imagine that 
artists must feel a strong sense of accomplishment once a piece has been completed.  To stand back and look upon 
the finished piece of art after hours of hard work must be a tremendous feeling. 
  
I suspect God knows that feeling. As the creator of the universe that He now oversees, God must take pride in the 
intricate detail He took in making the world. But His pride stands out in mankind.  Genesis 1:26 shows the great love 
that God put into us: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” (ESV)  So after a week of creating everything in the heavens and the earth, God finishes 
the work by saving the best for last, confirming that you and I are his masterpiece. 
  
Is it any wonder that God then would go to such lengths to save and preserve us so that we would not be destroyed 
by sin? Museums spend millions of dollars to preserve the masterpieces of art that they display. Paint fades, statues 
crumble, and all that once was beautiful turns is gone.  Art lovers the world over appreciate the work of those men 
and women who have been trained to preserve the art. Without that effort and level of care the pieces would 
eventually be lost. 

The same can be said of our relationship with God. His deep love for us would not allow Him to see His greatest 
creation lost for all time.  Through Christ He restores us from the harmful decay of sin and preserves us through the 
Holy Spirit so that one day we would be with Him for eternity in heaven. 

Thanks be to God for never losing sight of the beauty He placed in us from our creation, during our restoration, and 
until the day we receive our salvation by grace, through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I 
will also sing with my understanding. – 1 Corinthians 14:15 

Sitting home tonight watching the 25th anniversary concert of Les Miserables on PBS has my mind working in 
overdrive.  Les Mis is my favorite musical.  If you were to ask me which of the songs are my favorite, I would be hard 
pressed to provide you with a clear- cut answer.  However, I remember one of the songs as having struck a chord 
with me when I first began listening to the music. 

Les Miserables tells the story of Jean Valjean.  At one point late in the story, we find him arriving at a barricade that 
has been set up by a group of students who have started a revolution against the government.  Valjean is not there 
because of his political views.  He has discovered that one of the young men, Marius Pontmercy and his adopted 
daughter Cossette have fallen in love.  His purpose for joining the rebellion is rather selfish – he is there to protect 
Marius.  This is made evident in the prayer set to music called Bring Him Home. 

Listen/View Here: https://youtu.be/tI4jb-Aca9M 

God on high, hear my prayer.  In my need, You have always been there.  
He is young.  He’s afraid.  Let him rest, heaven blessed. 
Bring him home.  Bring him home.  Bring him home. 

He’s like the son I might have known, if God had granted me a son.  
The summers die one by one.  How soon they fly on and on.  
And I am old and will be gone… 

Bring him peace.  Bring him joy.  He is young.  He is only a boy. 
You can take. You can give.  Let him be.  Let him live. 

If I die, let me die, but let him live. 
Bring him home.  Bring him home. 
Bring him home. 

If only our prayers were so simple and sounded so beautiful.  But the more I think about it, that is exactly what they 
can and should be.  Why do we make such a production out of prayer?  I believe that prayer is something to take 
seriously and that we should give God our best when we come to Him with our petitions, but it doesn’t have to be 
Shakespearian to be effective.  The song demonstrates this in a magnificent way.  The words are simple.  The 
message is clear: “God, save this man.  He loves my daughter and will take good care of her as I enter the twilight of 
my life.”  Valjean doesn’t apologize for what he wants, nor does he tap dance around it.  He asks clearly, 
demonstrating the faith he has in God’s power and strength.  He offers thanks to God for what He has done for him 
before, and confidently makes his request of God here and now. 
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Marius is later wounded in the battle, but Valjean quickly comes to his aid.  He carries Marius away from the 
barricade and back to his home to care for his wounds.  Valjean’s heroism saved the boy’s life.  God’s love, His 
blessing, and His strength enabled Valjean to be the hero he needed to be. 

What are you praying for?  Who in your life needs to feel the hand of God?  How can God use you to deliver that 
message or to act on His behalf?  We learn these things when we seek Him out in prayer.  May we find the strength 
that we need to live every day of our lives immersed in His glory until the day God chooses to bring us home.



Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. – 1 Corinthians 12:27 
Years ago, I taught a course at Concordia University, Ann Arbor called “The Art of Teaching.” It was a curriculum and 
instruction class designed for elementary teachers. However, during one semester none of the students in the class 
were studying to be traditional elementary educators. The class consisted entirely of music and art students seeking a 
K-12 endorsement. That was good for me because it allowed me to include elements of secondary education – content 
in which I was more experienced. But it was also bad for me because I am extremely limited in my music and art skills, 
which is a polite way of saying I have no skills. 

Undeterred, I pressed on with the course, sharing insights into classroom management and instructional design, trying 
my best to make it applicable to students without insulting their intelligence. In using music and art examples, I found 
myself struggling to remember what little I learned in my own art and music classes. I don’t know why, but whenever I 
searched for an artistic genre, pointillism always came to mind. You’re probably familiar with pointillism. Merriam-
Webster defines it as: “The theory or practice in art of applying small strokes or dots of color to a surface so that from a 
distance they blend together.” I have always appreciated the way artists can make something beautiful out of a 
collection of individual pieces that in and of themselves are rather simple. To illustrate this, look at images of Georges 
Seurat’s La Parade on Google showing a magnified section of the painting and also as a whole. 

The magnified image will show a series of colorful, random dots. Polite art critics might call this interesting. Blunt critics 
would call it ugly. Wiseguys would call it pointless (I couldn’t help it). There seems to be no rhyme or reason to it. It’s not 
until you back up and see the whole picture that you see what the individual dots are creating. Stepping back provides 
clarity, purpose and appreciation of the beauty of the painting. 

If you think about it, our lives can be compared to the painting. Imagine your life as the dots from the magnified portion 
of the painting. From time to time we find ourselves searching for meaning in our lives. Why am I doing this? Where am I 
heading? Is this it? Am I really making a difference? It’s easy to look at the individual pieces of our lives: jobs, 
relationships, families, hobbies, etc.… and think that there really isn’t much happening. The world will tell you that you 
are the master of your own destiny and that you will make of your life whatever you want. There may be some truth to 
that, but even the most driven and energetic people can only take it so far. We often find ourselves rearranging the dots 
but not making anything close to the work of art we desired when we step back and see the points brought together. 

If our lives are the dots, we must trust God as the artist who has masterfully arranged us into the portrait of His 
kingdom. Just as each individual dot doesn’t get to see the fullness of what it has created, we too will never see the full 
impact we are making in the world. How many thousands of lives will be impacted by the students I have taught over my 
career? When I look at it in those terms, I can see that my impact will be great but I also see that it is God who makes 
this possible. 

In every situation, we must remember the promises that God has made to us. As members of the body of Christ, we 
play an integral role in what God has designed for His creation. When we come to those times in our lives where we feel 
ineffective or when we face a new opportunity, let us hold fast to the knowledge that God is directing our lives, leading 
us to the place He intends so that we will do the most good in furthering His plan. As for us, we just keep working to 
connect the dots! 
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Back during my younger years, I wasn’t much of a reader. In fact, I only read four books when I was a kid. I always 
thought reading was passive. I had places to go and things to do. Even in school, I was always smart enough to get 
by without reading the texts. This helped develop a motto: “If you can’t dazzle them with your brilliance, baffle them 
with your baloney.” 

My crowning under-achievement in this area came in college when a friend and I embarked upon writing papers for 
a Shakespeare class we were taking. My friend, who we will call Peter (because that is his name), chose to write 
about the mystical elements in the forests of several of Shakespeare’s comedies. He worked diligently on this paper 
for weeks. I remember standing with him in an office supply store for thirty minutes as he looked for the perfect 
report cover for his paper. He finally selected something in a pale green with slanted vertical lines that he said 
depicted an abstract view of the forests he had written about. His report was done at least a week before the due 
date, allowing for numerous revisions and improvements before it would be turned in with much pomp and fanfare. 

I took a slightly different approach. 

My topic was a compare and contrast of three motion picture depictions of the character of Hamlet. The day before 
the paper was due, I watched the videos and after a short nap, I pulled an all-nighter, finished the paper during the 
time that the class was meeting. After printing it on a dot-matrix printer with an extremely faded ribbon (that’s like 
low ink for the younger crowd), I slammed a staple into the top left corner of the document, popped a baseball cap 
on my head and got to class five minutes before it ended but four minutes and fifty-nine seconds before the paper 
was due. 

About seven days later, Peter and I had the opportunity to travel with this professor and a group of people to the 
Stratford Festival in Ontario, Canada to watch a Shakespearean play. As we got into a car, the professor returned our 
papers. Peter nearly ripped his beautiful cover off to get to his comments and the grade. He paused for a moment 
as he read each point offered by the professor and felt a tinge of disappointment when he saw the letter “B” at the 
bottom. I can’t put into words what he felt when he looked at me with my paper flipped back on the staple and a 
large letter “A” staring him in the face. 

He is bitter to this day but has made great strides in therapy. 

I tell you this to highlight the importance of watching movies. Once Peter learned this, we got along swimmingly. In 
fact, one of our favorites was the 1989 Peter Weir film, Dead Poets Society. It’s the inspiring story of Mr. John 
Keating, a teacher played by Robin Williams. In the movie, Mr. Keating brings his unconventional methods of 
teaching English to a New England boarding school. He is not a good fit for the institution, but he manages to make 
a connection with several students who learn to seize the days of their lives through the Latin phrase, “Carpe Diem.” 
I had used a few clips of the film to highlight effective and ineffective teaching in a Foundations of Education course I 
used to teach, but I hadn’t seen the entire film since sitting in Peter’s dorm room over twenty years ago. But recently 
I recorded the movie to watch with my teenage son who reads much more than me but still likes a good film. That’s 
when I stumbled back upon one of my all-time favorite movie lines. 
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“We don’t read and write poetry because it’s cute. We read and write poetry because we are members of the human 
race. And the human race is filled with passion. And medicine, law, business, engineering, these are noble pursuits 
and necessary to sustain life. But poetry, beauty, romance, love, these are what we stay alive for. To quote from 
Whitman, “O me! O life!… of the questions of these recurring; of the endless trains of the faithless… of cities filled 
with the foolish; what good amid these, O me, O life?” Answer. That you are here – that life exists, and identity; that 
the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse. That the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a 
verse. What will your verse be?” 

Or for those of you who’d rather hear the dramatic delivery, or who share my “love” of reading, here’s a YouTube link 
to the movie clip. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=R_zsMwCOoEs 

I love it when script writers preach the Gospel without realizing it. That’s because God places His love throughout 
creation – even in the pages of a movie script. Keating’s statement begins by searching for the reasons we read and 
write poetry. He concludes with the basic human connection to love. The Scriptures are not only filled with verses 
that explain the source of love is God, but they also tell us clearly that God IS love. We read and write poetry to 
express in our own meager ways those things God has done and continues to do for us daily. 

Keating next quotes Whitman to demonstrate the lost nature of a life without poetry – without love. A life among the 
faithless and foolish is unfulfilling. Thus established, Keating offers an answer for the students to consider. 

“That the powerful play goes on and you might contribute a verse.” 

This sounds impressive and to some it might be daunting, but consider it within the proper perspective. The story of 
life in the heavens and on the earth is not ours to write. We are neither the author nor the owner of our lives. 
Ephesians 2:10 reminds us that “…we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” My choices don’t simply affect me and nobody else. The things I have said and 
done over the course of my life have left an indelible impression on the lives of thousands, many of whom I will 
never know. That’s because God takes the imperfect verse I contribute and uses it to create something more 
beautiful than any poem ever penned. 

What will your verse be? 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=R_zsMwCOoEs


“And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, to love the Lord your God, and to serve 
him with all your heart and with all your soul, he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the 
later rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. And he will give grass in your fields for your 
livestock, and you shall eat and be full. – Deuteronomy 11:13-15 

Meet Matthew. 

He is fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Matthew is an eighth-grade student at Emanuel Lutheran School in Hamburg, Minnesota. Matthew enjoys many of 
the same things that other boys his age like. He likes playing basketball and hanging out with his friends. He has a 
four-wheel off-road vehicle which he drives very well. But Matthew is also rather unique in comparison to other 
eighth grade boys in that he is the proud owner of a cow and her calf. 

Yes. Matthew owns livestock.  

Matthew’s passion is farming. Spend five minutes with him and you will realize that he wants be a farmer. Spend ten 
minutes with him and you’ll see just how much he already knows and just how passionate he is about doing chores 
and learning everything he’ll need to know to be a successful farmer. 

Farming is not an easy life. There are so many things that farmers must know to be able to manage the crops, 
livestock, equipment, and finances of a farm. But over and above all of the knowledge you must possess to manage 
the business end of things, successful farmers must also be prepared to work long hours in every weather condition 
imaginable to effectively get everything done. I guess this shouldn’t come as much of a surprise. God made it clear 
when Adam and Eve were put out of the garden that raising crops for food was going to get a whole lot harder (sin 
has a way of making everything more difficult than it needs to be). 

One of the biggest stressors for farmers is the weather. Many modern farmers have developed tools to help protect 
crops from the damaging effects of the weather. Fields can be tiled to allow for better drainage and reduce the 
chances of flooding. Irrigation systems help to combat drought. Pesticides and insecticides keep the plants healthy 
and when all else goes wrong, there’s always crop insurance to protect your investment when the weather won’t 
cooperate. However, while new technologies are nice, farmers are still reliant upon specific weather patterns and 
cycles to ensure the success of their crops. Warm mild winters can wreak havoc on a herd of cattle. April showers 
will bring May flowers, but wet soil won’t let farmers work ground, plant seeds or spray crops. Long stretches of hot 
and dry conditions will hurt some crops while heavy rains at the wrong time can ruin a wheat field. With all that can 
go wrong and so much at stake, it’s no wonder that farmers are very often in prayer over one weather related 
concern after another!  
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But true to form, God’s love for His people never went away despite our disobedience. Even though God was no 
longer going to provide the food as He did in the Garden of Eden, He still gave His people an assurance that He was 
going to help them produce what they would need to live. Deuteronomy 11:13-15 provides a promise to those 
farmers who keep their faith in Him. God is active in His world and provides for His people. We can rely upon Him 
for all things when we trust His word and put our faith in His promises. It’s a good deal for us, considering we’d all go 
pretty hungry without our farmers, but the blessings don’t end there. 

Another thing that happened as a result of Adam & Eve’s decision was the introduction of sin into our world. Like the 
stipulations surrounding farming, God also informed us that our sinfulness would lead to the death we all face one 
day. But God’s love for His people never faltered. From the moment we sinned and broke our relationship with Him, 
God began to put in place His plan to save us. Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ we have been 
bought back. Our sins have been atoned by this great gift. Freed of our chains, we are able to praise God for His 
amazing love by sharing the good news of Christ with others who don’t know Him or His sacrifice on our behalf. 

Praise be to God for this undeserved gift!



Suggested Reading: Luke 21:1-4 
  
Everyone is looking for the best value for their dollar.  Mom and Pop shops are long gone, replaced by the 
supermarket and department stores.  But even supermarkets and department stores are now under fire to create a 
greater value by membership warehouses and online shopping.  And while people may not like the Wal-Marts of the 
world, you can't blame the company for operating under the rules given to them under capitalism any more than 
you can blame the people who shop there for wanting to save money. 
  
Value is top quality for the price, or working to maximize the return on your investment.  The story of the widow's 
mites is commonly used to show an example of sacrificial giving - which is something God calls us to do.  But we 
need to realize why He calls us to do it.  Is it because He's a stickler for rules?  Is it because He needs the money?  Is 
it because he wants us to live meager lives?  Or is it because He wants to expand our minds to understand that 
what we have is given to us by Him to provide bread for the eater, but also seed for the sower? 
  
Some people like eating seeds, but even if you enjoy them, you know that they are a snack at best.  Seeds don't 
make a meal, they don't satisfy long term, unless they're planted, cultivated, and harvested as fruit that produces 
even more seed.  The widow understood that her gift was her act of worship.  She was thanking God for what she 
had been given and trusting God that He would take the seed that she planted and produce a harvest with it that 
would provide her with more bread and seed for tomorrow.  What greater value could she have found on the 
investment of her money? 
  
It's not easy to put your complete trust in something outside of your control. At least that’s what people like to say. 
The funny thing about that is that it’s not exactly proven in the way we act. Ever punched an address into a GPS and 
trusted a computer to guide you to a location hours away from home in a city you’ve never visited? That takes trust. 
Ever eaten at a restaurant where you have never visited the kitchen, don’t know the cook, but plan to eat food that 
was kept, prepared, cooked and served in a clean and healthy manner? That’s a lot of trust! 

Farmers understand the nature of trusting God better than most people. Every year they invest thousands of dollars 
in seeds. They take those seeds and use equipment worth tens of thousands of dollars to plant those seeds in 
farmland worth hundreds of thousands of dollars. Once planted, they pray for the right amount of sunlight and rain 
at just the right times so that the seeds will turn into a crop that will pay their bills. Before you begin to question the 
sanity of these farmers, understand that their hard work, knowledge, skill, and God’s answer to prayer has kept 
many a farm going and the millions of people who rely upon them fed. 
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At times, you must step away from your comfort zone, drop the world's safety nets, and rely totally on the power of 
God.  This is not easy to do, but God's promises are clear.  Hear the promise God makes to those who give to God 
what He has commanded as written in Malachi 3:8-"Will a man rob God?  Yet you have robbed Me!  But you say, 'In 
what way have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings, you are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, Even 
this whole nation.  Bring all of the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in 
this" says the Lord of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessings 
that there will not be room enough to receive it. 

Find value in valuing the will of God.



Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. – Philippians 3:13-14 

This summer, I have spent more time working on flowers in my yard than ever before.  In years gone by, my attempts at 
landscaping were feeble at best.  I have a set of perennials in my back yard for a reason – they come back every year 
and I don’t have too much time on them.  Maybe if I were feeling botanic, I might be convinced to plant a few annuals 
around a light post in the yard, but that’s it.  But like many others who take this approach to gardening, I have 
discovered a simple truth.  Just because the plants come back year after year doesn’t mean that they are totally free of 
care.  The plants need pruning, watering, fertilizing, and sometimes transplanting to keep growing healthily.  Insects and 
pests discover plants and use them for homes and for food.  And finally, the weeds tend to find a way to return no 
matter how many methods you use to control them.  None of this comes as a surprise to anyone, although I suspect it 
encourages the installation of artificial turf and plastic plants for those people who dislike gardening. But to be fair, this 
doesn’t scare a green-thumb either.  Ask them and they’ll tell you that keeping your plants looking beautiful requires a 
solid memory of what’s worked and failed in the past and a level of diligence in keeping up on the daily needs of the 
garden. 

Some of you seeing the connection to the passage from Philippians 3 may already see a contradiction coming here.  
You’ve recognized the connection between pruning and weeding our sins from the past but you’re wondering about the 
memory.  How can we truly forget the past if our pasts can give us good information about what may come in the 
future?  My feelings on this are simple and equally contradictory… 

Do both. 

Forgetting what is behind is a dangerous thing when done irresponsibly.  Many Christians will live lives where they 
simply overlook bad decisions and the consequences of those decisions in the name of forgetting what had been.  It’s 
easy to say: “Wow, that wasn’t what I wanted.  It wasn’t good for me.  Clearly God didn’t want this (job, person, 
opportunity, event, responsibility) in my life so the best course of action for me is to just cut it loose and never think 
about it again.  If you’re pulling a weed (sin) or controlling a pest (bad influences) then that is the way to go.  But what if 
you’re pruning back the plant (brothers and sisters in Christ)?  It’s good to cut back the plant to stimulate new growth, 
but cutting too much can lead to damage that will take years to heal, or make the plant more susceptible to attack.  I’m 
not proposing that we live our lives with our eyes locked behind us, but we cannot use God’s grace as a free pass for 
bad behavior or to justify dealing with the consequences of the decisions we’ve made in life.  So you see, we aren’t 
required to keep the weeds and feed the bunnies with our gardens, but when God shows us places to weed and prune, 
we must do the work based on what’s best for everyone involved, not to just do what makes us feel better at the time. 

When facing past weeds in your life’s garden, seek first the help and guidance of the Lord.  As the creator of all things, 
He knows you, your situation, and what you will need to restore the garden of your life.  His directions may sound odd.  
They may even force you to do things that are difficult or unpleasant.  But ultimately, He knows what is best and through 
the blood of Christ and the strength of the Spirit, He will restore you lead you in the way that you need to go – past, 
present, and into our eternal future.

Devotion | Week 4 Day 3

Weeds



“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. – John 10:14-15 

I have been blessed by God to have been an educator for many years. Over that time, I have had the pleasure of 
serving hundreds of students; each one a special creation of God. It is an honor to know that as God created these 
men and women, He knew that He would use me to help develop them into the people He designed them to be. 
Like Christ in John 10, I have been put into the role of a shepherd; tasked with the responsibility to help prepare the 
next generation of Christian men and women. But as I have reflected on Christ’s words, I have come to the 
realization that I am not the shepherd I always thought I was. 

A shepherd cares for his flock, working hard to care for the sheep’s every need. He leads them to water and food. He 
keeps them together and protects them from any predator who wishes to attack. Educators do similar things: 
working hard to care for the needs of their students. They provide instruction, correction, encouragement, and 
protection. Both the shepherd and the teacher strive to see their charges thrive and grow to their fullest potential. 
But here is where the similarities end because the shepherds simply cannot do what we as parents, pastors and 
teachers must. 

We are not shepherds. Shepherds will raise their lambs to grow into sheep that will know His voice and follow it all 
the days of their lives. We teach our children to grow into adults who will know the voice of God speaking to them. 
Shepherds protect their sheep their whole lives. We are required to let go, allowing our children to step into the 
roles for which they have been created. I have done this for decades and I have seen God richly bless those efforts. 
My former students are now artists, teachers, pastors, soldiers, salesmen, musicians, barbers, and businessmen to 
name a few. They have matured, married, and have begun raising children of their own. In these new roles, they 
have completed the transition from having been sheep under my care into shepherds leading flocks of their own. 

This is something no real shepherd could ever do. Sheep can’t become shepherds. They can only be sheep because 
that is what God created them to be. But before I give myself too much credit, I am reminded that the only reason 
my sheep could become shepherds is because they too have become what God created them to be. Our role, 
whether big or small was ordered by the One who knows all, who controls all, and who makes all things as they 
should be to fulfill His holy purposes and will. 

Let us always give thanks and praise to God for sending us His Son, our Good Shepherd, who laid down His life that 
we might live forever in the splendor that is our Heavenly home. But until that day when we receive our reward, may 
we be about our business of transforming sheep into shepherds through the power of God.

Devotion | Week 4 Day 4

Counting Sheep



In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. – Proverbs 3:6 

You don’t have to be a fan of poetry to be familiar with Robert Frost’s classic poem, “The Road Not Taken.”  Written in 
1920, Frost speaks of going on a walk where he comes upon divergent paths in the woods.  He describes the 
struggle of choosing which of the two paths he should take.  Both look interesting, neither seem threatening, and 
the destinations are the same.  The only discernible difference is that one of the paths appears to have been chosen 
more often than the other.  Those of us who are “quick-fixers,” might suggest that he should just pick one path today 
and then walk down the other one when he returns.  Frost actually considers this in the poem but then dismisses it.  
Life has a way of constantly moving us forward so the likelihood of him returning to this spot to walk the second 
path is minimal at best.  Finally, he reveals his decision in the famous final words of the poem declaring: 

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.” 

I admittedly lack the lofty academic credentials necessary to analyze the deep meanings of the poem, but it seems 
that Frost is encouraging us to choose routes in our lives that are overlooked or undesired by the masses.  
Mankind’s desire to take the easy route, the convenient path, and the popular choice often leaves us with a sterile 
and less exciting experience.  Uncharted territory brings adventure and suspense, and in a world filled with people 
striving to be unique just like everyone else, Frost’s advice is well taken. 

For most people, anyway… 

Consider for a moment those people whom God has truly created to be unique through a disability.  The daily 
challenges they face place them firmly on “the road less traveled,” whether they want to be there or not.  Students 
with learning challenges recognize these differences and want nothing more than to be more like their friends and 
classmates; to not stand out from the crowd.  If given the choice they’d gladly join the rest of the group on the 
mainstreamed path:  reading at grade level, completing math assignments without extra time or accommodations, 
and reading aloud from the textbooks without fear. 

As Christian educators we strive to help all of our students to learn and grow, reaching their full potential no matter 
which path they are following.  God has placed our students onto their paths for reasons beyond our 
understanding.  Instead of questioning His will we follow our call to stand alongside them, sharpening their skills and 
abilities so that they will have the tools needed to travel their road.  We can offer guidance, build confidence, and lift 
them up in prayer, but ultimately they must travel that path on their own. 

But understand that they won’t be alone. 

Devotion | Week 4 Day 5

Travelers



Scripture reminds us that no matter what path we walk God is walking with us.  Deuteronomy 31:6 implores us to 
“be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread…for it is the Lord your God who goes with you.  He will not 
leave you or forsake you.”  After all, we are his most precious creation; dearly loved and redeemed by the blood of 
His Son, Jesus Christ.  Something so valued would never be forgotten or abandoned.  By faith, we have the 
confidence of knowing that while the road will be challenging, we will reach our destination by God’s grace and love.  
This is a valuable lesson for our students, but also for us as educators who have been called to walk our own 
obstacle-filled roads.  So with apologies to Frost, the ending of this poem for us as believers should more 
appropriately read… 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—I took the one God selected for me, Because He has made all the difference.


