
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them."  Ephesians 1:8-10 (NKJV) 
  
Nobody would ever confuse me to be an artist. Despite my best efforts, I was not blessed with the eye for color, the 
steady hand, nor the patience to be a successful artist. This isn’t to say that I don’t like art. Quite the contrary. I am 
amazed by people who can create paintings and sculptures with great beauty and detail. I marvel at how they can 
look at a lump of clay, a block of stone or a blank canvas and envision what it will become. I would imagine that 
artists must feel a strong sense of accomplishment once a piece has been completed.  To stand back and look upon 
the finished piece of art after hours of hard work must be a tremendous feeling. 
  
I suspect God knows that feeling. As the creator of the universe that He now oversees, God must take pride in the 
intricate detail He took in making the world. But His pride stands out in mankind.  Genesis 1:26 shows the great love 
that God put into us: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” (ESV)  So after a week of creating everything in the heavens and the earth, God finishes 
the work by saving the best for last, confirming that you and I are his masterpiece. 
  
Is it any wonder that God then would go to such lengths to save and preserve us so that we would not be destroyed 
by sin? Museums spend millions of dollars to preserve the masterpieces of art that they display. Paint fades, statues 
crumble, and all that once was beautiful turns is gone.  Art lovers the world over appreciate the work of those men 
and women who have been trained to preserve the art. Without that effort and level of care the pieces would 
eventually be lost. 

The same can be said of our relationship with God. His deep love for us would not allow Him to see His greatest 
creation lost for all time.  Through Christ He restores us from the harmful decay of sin and preserves us through the 
Holy Spirit so that one day we would be with Him for eternity in heaven. 

Thanks be to God for never losing sight of the beauty He placed in us from our creation, during our restoration, and 
until the day we receive our salvation by grace, through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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