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We want Hannah
to keep her smile!

Hannah’s smile is contagious!
When she arrived at school this Au-
gust, she had a gigantic multi-colored
backpack strapped on her back and a
huge smile on her face. She was happy
to be back at school.

Hannah has confidence in herself
now—and it shows. This eight-year-
old is loving and tender, and is always
expressing her happiness with her
smiles, with touches, with hugs.

Hannah’s mother, Faye, is a teacher.
“When Hannah was in preschool, I
taught school in the room next door. I
knew where she should be, what level
of progress, for her age. She wasn’t
there,” Faye said.

“I'thought at first that she might just
be a little slow in catching up to the
other children, because she had been a
sickly baby,” she added. As an infant,
Hannah had illnesses that resulted in
hearing problems—and therefore
speech problems.

During the two years Hannah went
to preschool, she also went to speech
therapy. At the end of preschool,
Hannah seemed to be ready for kin-
dergarten.

However, Hannah’s kindergarten
teacher had difficulty teaching her and
thought she should be tested by the
public school system.

“When she was tested, then I knew
it was a more serious problem,” Faye
said. The tests showed that Hannah is
currently considered “educably men-
tally impaired.” A normal 8-year-old
would be in the third grade; however,

Hannah’s men-
tal, adaptive and
academic ages
are more consis-
tent with a kin-
dergartner.

Hannah’s par-
ents admit that it
was hard to find
help for Hannah.
“We kept think-
ing that there
must be some
help out there—
and that we just
had not found it
yet,” Faye said.
It was hard to
find support
groups, and to find help for a child
like Hannah.

Finding what’s best
for Hannah

Finally, Faye was referred to
Lutheran Special Education Minis-
tries for help. After additional testing
and several supportive meetings,
Hannah was placed in the loving hands
of Noel Gregory. Her 30 years of ex-
perience teaching handicapped chil-
dren with Lutheran Special Education
Ministries was a real blessing.

“This was a life-saver for us. We
were feeling lost,” Faye said. She ad-
mits it was hard to make decisions
about what was best for Hannah, but
everyone at Lutheran Special Educa-
tion Ministries was so helpful and
supportive. “They included us in all
the decisions made for Hannah’s wel-

When Hannah came to the first day of school at Bethany Lutheran
in Detroit, she carried an enormous bookbag!

fare. We really appreciated that,” she
added.

Others had not been so kind or
considerate. “The staff made us a vital
part of the decisions and direction of
education for Hannah. I may not be a
special education teacher, but I do
know my child. I know things about her
that no one else knows—what’s impor-
tant to her well-being and happiness,
and her performance in school and in
her relationships with others.”

Even though she is a teacher, Faye
wasn’t trained to help children like
Hannah. But Mrs. Gregory provided
special supplements and learning aids.
Faye watched how Mrs. Gregory
worked with Hannah, then she would
do the exact same thing at home in
order to repeat her training and help
her to learn.

(Continued on next page.)



Changes for Hannah

But perhaps the most important re-
sult of Hannah’s experience was the
change in Hannah herself.

Before, she didn’t want to go to
school. She cried every day. But with
Lutheran Special Education Ministries’
support, the other students accepted
Hannah right away, were nice to her,
and Hannah was happy. She became
more outgoing and became involved in
special things like the Special Olym-
pics—and she was so proud of herself.

According to Faye, “She has more
confidence in herself. She likes to learn
now because she has learned that she
can do it.” She’s in a small classroom,
where the teacher understands her prob-
lems and works to help her. The other
students accept her as she is. This made
Hannah feel so good about herself that
she likes school now.

Hannabh is able to communicate and
be friends with the other children be-
cause she is not afraid anymore. She
doesn’t feel inferior and is no longer
frustrated. She feels better about her-
self because she can do her own work
just like the other kids.

Hannah enjoyed her time in the sandbox
this summer—nbut she did look forward to
going back to classes.

Faye hadn’t expected to see such
immediate improvement in Hannah’s
learning either. But Hannah started
school at Lutheran Special Education
Ministries in December, and by the
end of the school year, she was ready
to read.

A Christ-centered education
Another important aspect of
Hannah’s education was that she

learned about
Christ’s love for her.
It was very important
for Hannah’s parents
that she learn about
Jesus as her Savior.
She needs to learn
how to love others
and how to treat other
people. “This is not
something that you
learn for the day,”
Faye added. “It’s
something you must
live 24 hours a day.”
“I know how im-
portant a Christian
education is,” Faye
added. In a Christian
school, the teachers
reinforce what Faye
already  teaches
Hannah at home.

Perseverance
“We would not

give up,” Faye said.

“We were going to Hannah gets to participate in many school activities—along with
find the right help for all the other first graders.

Hannah. And we did.

Just because she has a lot of difficul-

ties learning, that does not hinder her
in every way.”

“If you could meet Hannah,” her
mother says, “you would see how per-
sonable she is.” Hannah may not go to
college, but she will fulfill her life in
other ways. “There are things in this
world that can make people happy,
and things they can do, even if they
have problems learning,” Faye added.

Hannah’s parents admit that it is
still hard at times to realize Hannah
needs special help, that there is some-
thing wrong. They have two other
daughters, neither of whom have any
learning problems. In fact, the older
daughter is a straight-A student. They
found themselves thinking, “Why is
she like this? She should be like the
others.”

But because they found help for
Hannah’s problems, Faye believes

We’re glad we were
able to help Hannah
keep her smile!

these problems don’t have to stand in
the way of her happiness and response
to others—“and they won’t stop
Hannah from being successful.”

Lutheran Special Education
Ministries

“I saw for a short time how Hannah’s
future would have been if she did not
receive help. She would have been frus-
trated with failures, and would have lost
her smile. But she is happy—and smiles
every day. I don’t like to imagine what
would have happened if we didn’t find
Lutheran Special Education Ministries.
It would have been awful to see Hannah
lose her smile!”




1995 Ephphatha Award
winner: Ilene Dietlein

Ilene Dietlein, a member of Zion
Lutheran Church in Bay City, Mich.,
received the 1995 Ephphatha Award.
Roger DeMeyere, Executive Director
of Lutheran Special Education Minis-
tries, made the presentation at her home
congregation on Oct. 15, 1995.

Special education Bible classes be-

-gan at Zion about 30 years ago with
three students. Over the years, the num-
ber of students increased to a high of
150, and included students from ages
5 to 26 and all denominations.

Mrs. Dietlein has taught special edu-
cation Bible classes at Zion Lutheran
Church for about 25 years. An excep-
tional teacher, she is loving and com-
passionate. She presents her lessons to
the students at their level of under-
standing—with storytelling, flannel-
graph and songs. She also provides
confirmation instruction on a one-to-
one basis for mentally impaired chil-
dren.

“We are blessed by God for giving
us such a dedicated, joyous, conge-
nial, caring lady. We feel she has given
over and above anyone’s expecta-
tions,” says Arlene Krantz, coordina-
tor of the special education program at
Zion, who submitted the letter of nomi-
nation for Ilene.

The Ephphatha Award was estab-
lished in 1984 at a time when dramatic
changes had taken place in the mission
of Lutheran Special Education Minis-
tries, moving from aresidential school
for deaf children to a more inclusive
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special education ministry. The
changes in the ministry during the past
two de-
cades led
to the de-
velopment
of the cur-
rent mis-
sion.

Simply
stated,
Lutheran
Special
Education
Ministries
serves to
enable
children with special learning needs to
receive a Christian education. This mis-
sion is carried out within the context
of a national vision to reach out to
Lutheran and other Christian denomi-
nations to open the doors of schools
and congregations for handicapped
children with various disabilities.

Consistent with this, the annual
Ephphatha Award is presented to rec-
ognize and encourage Christian edu-
cation for these special needs chil-
dren. The award is presented to an
individual who has made outstanding
contributions to the Christian educa-
tion of handicapped children in the
congregation, community or the church
at large. Nominations are received an-
nually from all across the nation.

In his address to the members and
guests at Zion Lutheran Church dur-
ing the presentation, Roger DeMeyere
stated, “Ilene has been blessed by God
with unique gifts, blessed in order to
be a blessing to others. It is my prayer
that by turning the spotlight on Ilene,
others will be moved to follow her
example and share a vision to open the
doors of Christian education wider in
ministry to children with special learn-
ing needs.”

We are thankful for Ilene and her
family, and for all those at Zion who
have worked so hard to respond to
Christ’s admonishment, “Let the little
children come to Me; do not hinder
them.”

God bless you!

Myrs. Ilene Dietlein

1996 nominations
are sought

The Ephphatha Award was estab-
lished to recognize the many dedicated
people throughout The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod who have
made outstanding contributions to the
Christian education of special needs
childrenin his or her congregation, com-
munity or the church at large.

Lutheran Special Education Minis-
tries is committed to opening the doors
of Christian education to all children:

“With the knowledge of

God’s love and the desire

that God’s love be revealed

through our ministry, Lutheran

Special Education Ministries
serves to enable children with
special learning needs to receive

a Christian education.”

We want to acknowledge the time
and talents of individuals who are also
committed to working with handicapped
children. Please send your nomination
(accompanied by a record of service)
by April 15, 1996, to: Roger
DeMeyere, Executive Director,
Lutheran Special Education Minis-
tries, 6861 E. Nevada Ave., Detroit,
MI 48234.

Labels+Labels = Education

Campbell’s Labels for Education Pro-
gram will continue again this year. The
labels you save from your cans of
Campbell’s soups earn learning aids for
our students. Educational equipment, like
Franklin Word Masters, typewriters,
Language Masters and office supplies
are very valuable resources in our class-
rooms. Please save your labels and send
them to us at 6861 E. Nevada Ave.,
Detroit, MI 48234, by March 1, 1996.
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- A message from the Executive Director

“Lutheran Special Education Min-
istries is considering the sale of its
Detroit campus located at 6861 E.
Nevada Ave. Although the campus
served children wonderfully for over a
century, it has become increasingly evi-
dent during the past decade that this
beautiful resource is no longer needed
to fulfill our mission. We are well aware
of the historical and emotional signifi-
cance of this campus; as thankful stew-
ards, we celebrate the blessings of the
past and look forward to God’s direc-
tion and blessings in the future.”

As many people may know, I’ve
been wrestling with the issue of sell-
ing the campus for several years. When
Ifinally came to the conclusion selling
was appropriate, I was ready to take
action. I wrote the quote above as part
of a press release more than a year ago.
According to my plan, that was the
right time to publicly raise the issue.
But our Board asked me to wait. Move
slowly. Be patient. It is said “timing is
everything.” I agree. So why wait?
Why move so slowly? Seems like
we’ve lost a year of valuable time. It’s
frustrating being the Executive Direc-
tor.

I’ve been worrying about all the
questions still left unanswered. Who
will buy the campus? How much? What
will people think? Less donations?
What kind of space do we really need?
Do we lease? Build? Will space be
donated? Will a move be temporary or
for another 100 years? What does wise

stewardship really mean? When will
we sell? Where will we go? Near the
freeway; which one? How will the
needs of staff and students best be
met? Stay in Detroit? Move to the
suburbs? Perhaps two locations would
be best? One for the service center?
One for corporate offices? So many
questions. Very few answers so far. It
sure would be nice to have closure. I
want everything wrapped up in a nice,
neat package. Now!

As I thought about writing this
article, I discovered the reason for my
frustration. The truth is I’m impatient
with God’s timing. Perhaps I’'m not
really looking forward to God’s di-
rection after all? He must have a dif-
ferent calendar. It certainly isn’t
Julian. Must be the Infinity calendar.
What’s a month or a year from God’s
perspective?

Sensing my frustration, a wise
friend reminded me of these words:
“Everything hasits own time and there
is a specific time for every activity
under heaven . .. a time to plant and a
time to pull out what was planted....”
The words of Solomon. Ecclesiastes.
After reading, thinking and praying,
I’ve come to the conclusion that wor-
rying about my time schedule and all
the unanswered questions seems rather
pointless.

The campus in Detroit has served
our mission well. First as a Christian
residential school. For over a century,
deaf children came to Detroit from

across the nation. The children were
nurtured for a while and returned home.
More recently, the campus was the site
of a Christian day school for children
with special learning needs. These
children were also nurtured for a while
and returned home. Both schools were
needed in their time. Both were
“planted” to fulfill a mission. And both
were “pulled out” when they were no
longer needed. The process was
gradual. It took a lot of Julian’s time.
The transformation in our national
mission to reach out to handicapped
children in their home communities no
longer requires a school on the cam-
pus. It no longer requires a campus at
all. This is God’s plan, done in God’s
time. Yes, “timing is everything.”
God’s timing! It’s that simple! This
applies to the questions still left unan-
swered. No amount of impatience or
worry will provide a single answer
before its time. The answers are in God’s
hands. We are merely the instruments by
which His plan is carried out in His time.
Impatience is pointless. Worry is so
pointless. I’m so thankful to be part of a
ministry of faith, working with people
of faith. Even Executive Directors need
to have “faith” reminders from time-to-
time. Who’s the real boss anyway? As
Solomon wisely said, “It is beautiful
how God has done everything at the
right time.” That’s comforting to know.
That’s all Ineed to know. I believe we’re

in good hands. Don’t you agree?
—Roger DeMeyere



