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If there is one thing that God has 

equipped all our of teachers with, 

it is passion. If you ever meet Patti 

Stone, you’ll know that she is no 

different!

Wow! I was recently asked to write a “Wow 

Story” for LSEM. It took me by surprise. 

It is always so much fun to read about the 

successes of our wonderful LSEM colleagues 

and now I have a chance to share a little bit 

about what we’ve been doing here in North 

Texas and...gosh, what can I write? As I said, 

“Wow!”  

 It occurred to me that most of these 

stories focus on the teacher helping the 

student become more productive in their 

area of learning difficulty. I’m going to take a 

different approach. You see, I really believe 

that students, parents, teachers, principals, 

administrators, and community members 

working together to make learning a 

lifetime opportunity have all written my 

“Wow Story” — and that is what I want to 

share with you.

 Shortly after retiring in the spring 

of 2008 after 32 years teaching in Texas 

public schools, I was approached by a 

Crown of Life Lutheran School (Colleyville, 

TX) teacher and parent about an LSEM 

education consultant position at the PreK-8 

school. Tim Walz, our principal at the time, 

talked with me and arranged an interview 

with Texas’ LSEM Coordinator, Sharon 

Messmann. I think Sharon will agree with 

me when I say we hit it off instantly. Our 

love of teaching special needs children, 

especially those with reading differences, was 

the deal-maker. 

 Sharon has been a great teacher, leader, 

consultant, and friend. We have studied 

and learned new and wonderful programs 

together, including Lexia, which is a pretty 

remarkable computer program designed to 

help our struggling readers. “Wow”, now 

that was quite a labor of love that we got to 

share!  What made it so worthwhile was that 

we continue to see our kids grow and learn 

from that experience that we shared together.

 The rest of the staff at the LSEM 

headquarters in Farmington Hills, Michigan 

has helped me enormously during my time 

here. They have worked endlessly to provide 

in-service opportunities, materials, and 

words of encouragement to help my special 

needs students, teachers, and parents. Their 

efforts are bolstered by the diligence and 

unselfish giving of time, talent, and treasure 

on the part of the Board of Trustees, donors, 

and other volunteers to the LSEM program.  

Wow! This Has Made 

All The Difference
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Save The Date! 

September 21, 2014 

at 

Historic Trinity Lutheran

Church in Detroit

Patti Stone speaking to a group of LSEM teachers

3773 Geddes Rd.
       Ann Arbor, MI 48105-3028

Phone:  248-419-3390
Fax:  248-419-3394

Email:  lsem@luthsped.org
Web:  www.luthsped.org

As LSEM celebrates its incredible 150 years of ministry 
service, we ask you to prayerfully consider making a 
special 150th Anniversary donation to ensure God’s 
children continue to receive love and support for the 
next 150 years. 

There are several ways your special donation can 
help the children we serve. You can designate your 
gift towards our three ministry fundraising pillars as 
described below. You can also set up an automatic 
recurring gift and make a gift pledge. All these 
donations go towards improving the educational and 
spiritual lives of children who have learning needs. 

Friends like you have supported us over the past 150 years. Let’s come together now to honor the past as 
we look ahead to the future God has planned for us!

As we look back to our past, we remember how God has sustained us to impact the lives of children with 
learning needs. As we embrace the future, we walk in faithful confidence that our God will continue to 
care for His children through Lutheran Special Education Ministries. To God be the glory!

Help Us Celebrate!

150th Anniversary Fundraising Pillars

Endowment | A gift to the LSEM 
endowment means you are investing  
in the lives of God’s children for 
generations to come. Our functioning 
endowment has greatly benefited the 
ministry over the years and has seen us 
though turmoil, fiscally unstable times, 
and most recently through the chaos  
of COVID-19. Your gift would help  
grow that endowment, which would 
benefit the ministry both now and in 
the years to come. If you’re interested  
in making your special gift last, this is  
a wonderful donation opportunity.

Resources | The core of our 
ministry lies in providing the tools, 
materials, and resources that enable 
children with special learning needs to be 
successful in their studies. We continue 
to reach out to serve more kids. This 
has resulted in explosive growth: 50% 
program growth and serving 60% more 
kids in this past year alone. A gift toward 
Resources would help ensure that every 
child has the best individual and specific 
resources they need.

Expansion | As we continue to 
reach out to serve more children, we need 
to expand our ministry’s capacity. Our 
mission as a Christian ministry is to 
serve schools, churches, and families in 
order to advance the success of children 
who have learning needs. Our vision as a 
ministry is to reach out to provide the 
opportunity for every child to receive 
specialized learning services. As an LCMS 
recognized expert in special education, 
a gift toward Expansion would enable 
us to serve more children learning with 
Dyslexia, ADHD, Autism, and other 
special needs.

A message from 
Stacy McGhee, 

President/CEO of LSEM

150 years of ministry service. That is incredible! We are in awe of the way that God has used  
this ministry through the years to benefit the lives of His children. It is truly a Legacy of Love.

It can be a bit difficult to put 150 years into perspective. This ministry has been around  
through two world wars, witnessed 28 Presidents of the United States, served others through the 
Great Depression, saw the first car being built, the first computer, and the dawn of the Internet.  
We have hired hundreds of teachers over the years and 
impacted the lives of tens of thousands of children.

Many things have changed since 1873, but one thing has not: 
our mission to serve God’s children who have special needs. 
We are now serving more kids than we ever have before in our 
history. And it’s because of friends like you that we have seen  
this growth and can continue to reach out a helping hand to 
these children and their families. What started in Detroit in 
1873 as an orphanage serving a local few, has now become a 
ministry with national and world-wide reach, teaching children 
with all kinds of needs.

In this first special anniversary newsletter, we honor the past 
and praise God for the work that He has done through us and 
through the support of people like you. THANK YOU! We look forward to 150 more years of 
loving and serving the children that He has placed around us. 

Let’s join together in celebrating God’s love and ensuring that we can help His children for 
generations to come.

What started in Detroit 
in 1873 as an orphanage 
serving a local few, has 
now become a ministry 
with national and world-
wide reach, teaching 
children with all kinds of 
needs.

Please join us for our 150th Anniversary Celebration Banquet 
 June 15, 2023
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As you explore our history, you may notice that God’s plan for our ministry has been 
an inspiring road of faith and transition. Throughout these times of growth and 
change, our mission remains the same: serving children with special needs.

Our organization has a history of dedication and commitment from our presidents. We are thankful for these leaders 
and honor the work they have done in serving God’s children. Often starting as teachers and administrators, and 
growing into leadership, we commemorate their years of service to our ministry.

1873 
Rev. J.A. Huegli, Founder

1873-1879 
Rev. G. Speckhart, First Director

1875-1905 
Rev. H. D. Uhlig

1900-1902 
Rev. H. A. Bentrup

1903-1933 
Rev. William Gielow

1933-1962 
Dr. John A. Klein, LLD

1962-1974 
Walter Bellhorn

1974-1986 
Rev Rodney R Rynearson,  

Executive Director

1987-2010 
Roger DeMeyere, President/CEO

2010-2014 
James Krone, President/CEO

2015-Present 
Stacy McGhee (Hoeft),  

President/CEO

1873

Started a ministry focused 
on deaf children (1874)

Constructed our �rst building 
and became the Evangelical 

Lutheran Deaf-Mute Institute
(1875)

�e �rst Advocate issue 
was published 
(Winter 1930)

Dr. H.A. Hertwig 
Memorial Hall built 

(1936)

Gloria Dei Clara Elizabeth 
Knudsen Chapel built 

(1938)

1874-1875

�e ministry expanded 
beyond Michigan into Illinois 
which marked the beginnings 

of our national outreach.

Became Lutheran Special 
Education Ministries

(1990)

1984-1997

1936-1938

1957
Became the Lutheran 
School for the Deaf

1973
Our centennial 

celebration: 
100 years of ministry 

service!

2012-Today

LSEM headquarters moved to Farmington Hills, MI
(2012)

Started our �rst international partnership with 
Concordia International School in Hanoi Vietnam 

(2019)

Headquarters moved to Ann Arbor, MI where 
we share building space with the LCMS MI District

(2020)

A non-residential school was established on 
campus to provide Christian education for 
children with various learning challenges.

(1976)

Holy Cross Lutheran School in Detroit 
becomes our 1st partnership school. (1979)

Founded by Rev. J.A. Huegli, 
on March 31st the articles of 
incorporation were signed for 

“�e German Evangelical 
Lutheran Orphan’s Assistance 

Society” �is began our 
ministry of serving God’s 

children in need.

1930

1976-1979

100

We are currently serving more children 

in more schools around the world than 

ever before in our long history. (2022)

Board
Members

Keith Altenburg 
Vice Chair & Secretary

Rev. Daryl L. Andrzejewski 
Board Member

Dr. John Brandt 
Board Member

Dr. Linda Hensel 
Board Member

Ernie Fackler  
Treasurer

Sean Martens 
Board Member

Peter Rynearson 
Chair

Angela Schiller 
Board Member

Tom Wrege 
Board Member


